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been rumors that i}v;ﬂlnhl' H. TR

£ ¥ was about to seize
the bay, and also that Great Dritaln was: that
the Transvan! Government! had secured b} pur-
chase 2 controlling interest there, and that Great

Britain had done the same. In not one of these
; talea i thore probably the slightest truth. But

they have served to attract much attention to
that much coveled bay, which forms the nearest
port and only practical means of Ingress and
egress of the richest gold-mining reglon of the
world. What is true, moreover, is that the long-
pending dispute over the Delagra Bay Rallread,
In which the United States is deeply interested,
is at the point of fina! settlement. It Is now be-
fore th e arbitration tribunal in Bwitzerland, and
& decision is expeeted during the present year,
upon which the ownership of fortunes “beyond
the dreams of avarice”™ will depend.

The hiztory of Delagea DRay dates back to the
time of 11:_- hern of the Luslad Tt is now more
than thrie hundred years gince Vasco da Gama,
the Portugucse explorer, discovered it and made
a landing at the place now known as Lorenzo
Marques, Just at the nerth of the mouth of the
river called by the PPortuguese the “Espiritu
Sancto,” but more gencerally known as the Eng-
lish River. No serious attempl was made by the
Portugucse to colonize or to control that region,
although they claimed ownership of it by the
right of discovery. In the eighteenth century
the Duteh, who then owned Cape Colony, de-
elined to recognize the Portuguese ownership,
and established a fort and treding station of
their own on the south side of the English River.
jusi opposite Lorenzo Marques. To this the
Portuguese made no objection. The Duteh prost
was not long maintained, however, and down to
the early part of the present century that whole
region was still in a state of primeval savagery.

GREAT BRITAIN GETS THE BAY,

After the Napoleonte wars the Dutch posses-
glons in South Africa passed into the hands of
the British, and the latter, observing the neglect-
ed condition of Delagoa Bay, =ont an expedition
thither. The bay was for the first time carefully
surveycd, and treaties were made with the native
chiefs In that neighborhood by which 4hey ceded
their respective territorics absolutely to Great
Britain. After concluding these treaties the
British commander, Captain Owen, sailed for
Madagascar. During his  abgence a  British
shooner from Cape Town entered the southern
art of the bay, which was the part of it over

_ignty. The Portuguese authorities at Lorenzo
_arques promptly seized 1. and condemned it to
we sold. Defore it was sold, however, Captain
Iwen returned. He at once showed to the Por-
uguese authorities the treaties he had econcluded
and warned them that British authority must
be respected. The "ortuguese yielded and re-
leased the schooner.

This was in 1823, and for half a century there-
after nobody ventured to dispute Great Britain's
ownership of the southern half of Delagoa Bay.
That territory was continuously treated as Brit-
ish. Dut In 1871 the Portuguese again seized a
British ship, this time hailing from Natal. Mr.
Gladstone was then Prime Minister and Lord
Kimberley was Colonial Secretary. Hal they
firmly maintained the title of Great Britain to
property that had been indisputably British for
fifty years, Portugal would have yielded prompt-
ly, as before, and there would have been no
gurther dispute about Delagoa Bay. Instead,
they hesitated and paltered, and finally agreed
to submit the case to arbitration, without ap-
peal. The President of the French Republic was
pamed as the gole arbitrator. M. Thiers was al
that time President, but was soon after suc-
ceeded by Marshal MacMahon, The latter de-
cided in favor of Portugal and against Gireat
Britain, and the latter acquiesced in the decision,
although the equity of it has never been ad-
mitted.

It was not long after that time that the secret
cause of Porlugal's aggressive attitude was re-
vealed. ‘The Portuguese Governor at Lorenzo
Margues had heard rumors, and by thorough in-
vestigation had confirmed them, that gold in
large guantilies was to be found throughout a
large part of the Transvaal Republie, within a
hundred or a hundred and fifty mileg of Delagoa
Bay. Of this he made certain berore a single
hint of it had reached English ears. He knew
that Delagoa Bay was the natural outlet for the
epormous trade that would soon be developed In
that region. He therefore reckoned it worth
while 1o play a desperate game for securing to
Portugal sole possession of the bay. In thia,
thanks to his audacity and to the weakness and
blundering of the British Government of the
day, he succeeded, Portugal has now, therefore,
undisputed pussession of the entire bay and its
two Islands.

MACMAHON AGAINST ENGLAND,

Marghal MarMahon's decision did not end the
controversivs in that gquarter, however, It was
soon seen to e desirable that a railroad should
be constructed from the bay to the heart of the
Transvaal Hepublic. In December, 1870, the
Transvaal cntercd into an agreement with Por-
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wich Captain Owen had establisned British sov-

| tuzal for the construction of such a roal
| Portugal would have a road bulit from the bay
|

!

to the Transvaal frontier, a distance of about |
| ble to do any work. The expiration of the eight

"months, therefore, found the supplementary por-

I[ﬁrly-ﬂ\'n miles, the Transvaal would continue it

from that point to Pretorfa, or “up o a ventre
of production which should insure the traflic of
the line and the development of international
commoeree.”” Eight years later, in December,
1853, the Portuguese Government granted lo an
American citizen, Colonel Edward MeMurdo, a
charter for the building of a raliroad from Lo-
renzo Marques to the Transvaal fronlier. A con-
epssion was granted to him for the operation of
the railroad for ninety-nine years, during which
time Portugal agreed not to allow the construc-
tion of any other railroad for a distazice of sev-
enty miles on each side of his line. That con-
cession gave him a practical monopoly of inland
trade from Delagoa Day, and in consideration of
the enormous value of that monopoly he asked
for no subsidy or other ald from the Portuguesce
fe, however, received various land

Government, 1
and other granis of enormous value,

Colonel MeMurdo's operations  were at first
hampered by rumors of a se
guese and Transvaal Governments to build, par-
but a “tramwey,” which, while not violating the
concession in terms, would do so in fact, and
largely destroy the value of his grants, He at
first formed a Portuguese company for bullding
the road and exploiting his concession, with a
capltal of £2. 500,000, The rumors about the
tramway preventod the SUCCess of this company’,
however, and 118 ghares were presently lrans-
1rnrrl-|i to an English concern known as “The
Delagoa Bay and last Africa Rallway Company,
Limited,” In March, 1887, this company issued
bonds to the amount of S2.000,000, and subse-
quently increased them Lo S.T50,000, Work on
the construction of the railrond was then prossed
direction of Sir Thomas Tancered, and
& completed to

under the

by November, 1887, the road wa

the Transvaal fronticr.
IMPOSSIBLE CONIITION,

{o the consternation of everylody con-
Portuguese  Government  declared
built some distance further on,

Then,
corned, the
that it must be
and that it must be thus exte nded and complite-
1y finished within elght months from that date.
Agalnst this the company vigorously protested,

['tion of the road pot quite finished.

| ted Lo arbitration,

heme of thie Portu- |ir1 September,

alle) with and close to his line, not a rui]ru;ul_‘
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THE MAN WHO LED THE JUBILEE PROCESSION, CAPTAIN OSWALD AMES, OF
THE 2D LIFIE GUARDS 6 FEET 8 INCHES IN HEIGHT.
(From # cartoon In “Vanity Falr)

1f1I tiornal work. The elght months in question com-

prized, however, the whele of the rainy season,
and during five of those months it was impossi-

Thereupon,
al the end of June, 1889, the Portuguese Gov-
ernment revoked the concession and conflscated
the entire railroad property, which it has ever
sinee managed for s own benefit,

About this time Colonel MeMurdn died. But
his rizhts were taken up by both the British
and American Governmentls. Scveral British
warships were sent Lo Delagoa Bay, and Portu-
gal waa warned that she would be held strictly
responsible for any injury or loss to British sub-
jects, The United Statea Government also made
some  vigorous representations on behalf of
Colonel MeMurde's helrs and other American in-
vestors.,  After some months of diplomatie fer
ing it was agreed by the three Governments con-
cerned that the whole mattor should be submit-

ealled upon to act as arbltrator, and it appointed,
1500, thres of its most cininent ju-

rists to constitute the tribunal. Those were ac-

coptable to the three Governments, and on June |

10, 1501, the eeuresencatives af Great Hritain,
the United States and Portugal formally signed
the writ of submission.

Arbitration procesded deliberately, Not until
February 1, 1802, was the Court organized, The
claims of the Delagoa Day Company, demanding
eampengation to the amount of 87,250,000, were

| laid before the Court in March, ISU2 and soon

: for nearly S1TORLON more

U liberation s

| order to

|
|
! but at the same Line undertovk Lo do the addi- |

MoeMurdo were added
Nine months later
the Portugdese Government fled M answer
Rejoinder and sup-rejoiode and not
until November, 1801 wers the written plead-
ings finally closed, Sinee that date similar de-
e abserved, although the Brit-

ety Bave used all
o Many of the
nvolviesd v tecnmbenl, and in
fenl with them intelligently the Court
decidind, fngt a vear ago, to appoint an expert
comimigsion of engincers (o assist §ft. Thig com-
miseion  dispatehod of its Mr.,
sieolle, to Delageon Bay in November last to ex-
amine the entire route and report upon it. He re-
turned from hiz errand a few woekes ago, and
has pow made Lls report to the tribunal

after the elaims of Mrs

Followedd,

American !

ish

and

PGGT NTANE W

'
i i

fronini: were  pgre

nite number,

The Bwiss Government was |

It s expected that a date will soon be set for
a final hearing. The American claimants will be
repregented by Messrs, Hobert Ingersoll and
John Trehane, of the United States, and Mr.
Wyss, of Switzerland; the British claimants by
Messrs, 15, M. Underdown, Q. C., and Maleolm
Mellraith, of England, and Charles Bolceau, of
Switzerland, and the Portuguese Government by
four eminent Hwiss lawyers.

The decision of this tribunal will fix beyond
dlgpute the gwnership of this rallroad with its
monopoly for ninety-nine years of the shortest
route to the sea from what is probably the richest
mineral region in the world. Competent engineers
thoroughly acquainted with that country and
with the whole subject estimate the concesslon
to be worth at present more than $30,000,000,
which is several times the entire clalm made
agningt Portugal. It may be added that the
Transvanl end of the line is now completed as
far as Pretorin

As to the ownership of Delagoa Pay Itgell
Great Britaln has thus far acquiesced in the
decision of the French President. It 18 mberest-
ing to recall, however, that in June, 1575, tha
British Government proposed to that of Portugal
a mutual agreement to the effect that which-
ever way that award might be given “the Power
in whose favor the award is made will not enler-
tain any proposal for the acquisition of the terri-
tory by any other Power until the defeated
claimant shall have had an opportunity of mak-
ing a reasonable offer for the acquisition of that
territory, either by purchase or for some olher
consideration.” To this the Portuguese Govern-
ment agreed. As the case stands, therefore,
Portugal Is the owner of Delagoa Bay, but is
bound not to transfer it to the possesslon of any
other Power without giving Great Britain the
first opportunity to acquire It. If such an op-
portunity should be offered there can bLe no
question as to what Great Britaln would do.

THE TALLEST BRITISH SOLDIER.

CAPTAIN OSWALD AMES, WHO RODE
THE HEAD OF THE JUBILER
PROCESSION,

One of the personages most frequently mens
tioned in the accounts of the Queen's Jubiles
procession In London iast month was Captain
Oswald Ames, who rode at the head of it Cap-
taln Ames's chief titie to distinction, so far as
18 made known, 18 the fact that he is the tallest
man in the British Army. Hels a member of tha
94 Life Guards, and is sald to be one of the best-
known men In London, and to be as handsome 1g
appearance as he i3 gigantic In stature. He
was allotted to the position he pceupled In the
forefront of the procession at the special request
of the Prince of Wales. Captain Ames was fol-
lowed by four of the tallest troopers of the regls
ment. Because of the fact that he rode, Captoall
Ames's height had rather to be imagined thang
geen; but that he made a marked impressiog
and attracted great attention was shown by tha
wide mention he received.
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A FEATHERED FIGHTER.

AT

NOW THE REDBIRD 18 CAUGHT.

From The Philadelphia Telegraph.

The redbird, when it has gotten down hard te
home-making, develops a remarkable tendency W
fight. At all other times of the year he s w
docile and genlle as any in the woods—indeed
rather inclined to take a great deal from ot
birds—but as soon as the nest Is completed 4
Mrs. Redbird is installed queen thereof he gels
on his war paint and will fight anything that
comes along. 1t is by taking advantage of the
bruvery of the redbird In defending the home
that the hunter is enabled to snare It The trap
used is a wire cage. Within this cage I8 a lame
bird, one which has been in captivity for a year
or two, and sings frecly. The hunter wanders
into the woods and slowly makes his way
through the swamps until he reaches a dense
| ortion, when he halts.

Protty soon the bird in the cage, delighted,
doubiless, at being again in its native woods,
even If bars stand between it and liberty, begins
singing with all its might. [If there is a redbird

"ithin sound of the caller's volce it hastens to
ﬁ\\'--sllzulé-. One of the peculinr habits of the
hunters say, is that there seems by

to he a division of the woods
# bird having appropriated to
tion @ certain allotment of
other birds, either by mis«
take or for the purpose of acquiring more terria
tary. invade the domain of another, whereupon
| thers is a fierce fight, which 15 called off only
when une or the other of the birds conquers, In
which ease the vietor becomes the possessor of
the territory of the two, together with the de-
| feated bird's mate, who, it seems, i no longer
| willingg te share fortunes with her former lord
| after he has proven himself a poor fizhter.

The hunter has on ong aide of his cage a light

| met, bound about by a lght frame, and to the
centre of a light iron rod stretehed perpendicus

1Irlrl_\.' across thig frame is attached in swinging
position @ short, rounded stick about six inches

in length. This gate of netting i3 opencd and

| kept in that position by the wooden trigger ale
tached to the sides of the cage wherein is the

| eall bird, This connection of the two triggers 8
i\‘u-r_\' delicate, and the slightest teuch will suflice
| to throw It, whersupon the netting frame door is
ainst the siles of

redbird,
commaon consent
among them, eat
hig especial jurisdic
| woonds. Sometimes

quickly elosed by a spring ag
| the cage. Thie is what holils the redbird captive,
| " As snon as the hunter has set the trigger of the

cage he hangs it toa timb somewhers or places
it on the wind, and goes away some distance
to awanit results, The Imprisoned redhivd soon
| horing 1o sing, and presently, it there is a red-
bird anywhere w ithin hearing distance, there s
a Mutter of wings, a serles of gharp cries, and
| hefore the hunter can say “seat” the wild red-
bird Mes headlong at his supposed encmy in tha
l--:m--. throws the trigger and s captursl, 1t
| takes very little longer to caplure a redbird at
ihis thme of the year than it does to eateh a flsh.
[ 1f onee the caged bird is placed in the right spot
within the territory of the other redbird and he
hears itg singing the rest Is very easy, for, 18-
gardless of all personal safety and everything
else, he rushes madly to the fight




